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The voice of the industry



EURATEX advises EU policy makers

• the case of PFOA restriction, explaining the needs of textile 
products (and companies), resulted in a better law 

≠



38 € Mln.
saving in 10 years
for at least 26 companies in BE, IT, FR, ES, PT, NL

CO2 Emissions (ETS 2021-2030 ) 

EURATEX advises EU policy makers

Acknowledging the global competition and the energy savings efforts 
of EU finishing, resulted in: 



Level playing field
• Safe products, fair competition

“…to ensure a high level of protection of human health and 
the environment…while enhancing competitiveness and 
innovation.” 

REACH

A difficult issue to solve:



Level Playing Field 



EURATEX pursues better Market Surveillance, to: 

• Tackle unfair new regulatory pressure, e.g. in REACH

• Deter free-riders 

• Influence new legislation while guaranteeing smooth trade 

45,8% vs 0,1% 



A new opportunity or a new challenge ?



A systemic change through 
collaboration 

Industry needs to innovate and to invest

jointly to target unsolved challenges in the 

value chain.



Waste Framework Directive
• Extended producer responsibility scheme 

(EPR)
• Separate collection of textiles



EURATEX General Assembly June 2017

Barriers 

High costs, e.g. recycled textile material costs more 

Technical issues, new solutions needed in the manufacturing 

Administrative burdens

Lack of awareness in consumers/ buyers 

Lack of harmonisation in EU legislation

Missing definitions and/or standards

Input issues (quality, quantity, chemicals, costs)

Waste cross-border shipment

Lack of demand (..some said lack of offer)



Shaping up the EU policy on Textile Strategy 

What is needed for a systemic change? 
How to prioritize and solve the main barriers? 
New policy tools, improving existing? 



• the TEPPIES call for project ideas for the 2019 calls of 

the HORIZON 2020 programme closed

• EC to present most relevant call topics related to smart 

textiles and automated/connected manufacturing 

technologies
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